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GSCC chief executive Penny

Thompson immediately addressed

registered members by stressing that

in the short to medium term there will

be no impact on social workers’

dealings with the regulator. A

statement from chair Rosie Varley,

however, betrayed the council’s

shock at the news.

Ms Varley said: ‘We were surprised

by this decision. We recognise the

economic imperative behind the

proposal. However, discussions have

yet to take place about how this will

work, including the costs, benefits

and wider consequences.’

Where this decision leaves the long

delayed efforts to register homecare

workers has not been discussed at this

early stage.

Elsewhere the social care watchdog,

the Care Quality Commission (CQC),

appears to have been given

something of an upbeat note for its

future. Confirming proposals

released last month regarding

changes in its remit – mainly the

shifting of NHS commissioning

assessment to the NHS

Commissioning Board, sharing of

some powers with Monitor and the

setting up of Healthwatch England –

the ALB review suggested that CQC

‘may gain functions from other

organisations’ including the Human

Tissue Authority (HTA) and the

Human Fertilisation and Embryology

Authority (HFEA).

Clearly pleased with a sign that the

government remains behind the work

of the watchdog, chief executive

Cynthia Bower appeared confident

that the transfer of new powers will

go ahead. She commented: ‘In taking

on the licensing functions of the HTA

and HFEA, we will be looking to

preserve the specialist expertise

within these bodies. We already

regulate a number of sectors where it

is vital to have in-depth knowledge –

the rights of people detained under

the Mental Health Act, for example –

and are confident we can build on

what these two bodies have achieved

so far.’

The full range of changes, outlines of

which can be found on the DH

website, are expected to deliver

savings of over £180m by 2014/15.

LAs failing to step up to
personalisation challenge
Over a third of England’s local

authorities risk missing the

government’s October deadline for

having appropriate information and

advice services relating to the social

care personalisation agenda,

according to a survey published this

month. Meanwhile, figures published

by the NHS Information Centre claim

that there are massive variations in

the take up of personal budgets

ranging from just 3% of eligible

people acting in Somerset to almost

60% of people in Manchester.
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